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Medicare Wellness Visits
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https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/preventive-
services/medicare-wellness-visits.html#AWV



Medicare AWV Utilization Across 
The Great Plains QIN Community Coalitions
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Opportunity in the Dakotas
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North Dakota and South Dakota Medicare 
FFS Claims Data shows a range of Medicare 
Annual Wellness Visit utilization rates of 
4.25% to 29.39% across the Great Plains QIN 
Community Coalitions.



Annual Wellness Visit

5Source: MLN Educational Tool - Medicare Wellness Visits

https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/preventive-services/medicare-wellness-visits.html


Components of the Annual Wellness Visit
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Section Initial AWV Components Subsequent AWV Components

Acquire Beneficiary 
Information

• Administer HRA 
• Establish a list of current providers and suppliers 
• Establish the beneficiary’s medical/ family history 
• Review the beneficiary’s potential risk factors for 

depression 
• Review the beneficiary’s functional ability and 

level of safety
• Administer SDOH Risk Assessment

• Update HRA 
• Update the list of current providers and 

suppliers 
• Update the beneficiary’s medical/ family 

history
• Administer SDOH Risk Assessment

Begin Assessment • Obtain patient measurements (4 required) 
• Detect any cognitive impairment 

• Obtain patient measurements (2 required) 
• Detect any cognitive impairment 

Council Beneficiary • Review current opioid prescriptions
• Screen for potential substance use disorders 

(SUDs)
• Establish a written screening schedule 
• Establish a list of risk factors and conditions for 

which interventions are recommended or 
underway 

• Furnish personalized health advice and 
appropriate referrals 

• Furnish, at the discretion of the beneficiary, 
advance care planning services

• Review current opioid prescriptions
• Screen for potential substance use disorders 

(SUDs)
• Update the written screening schedule 
• Update the list of risk factors and conditions for 

which interventions are recommended or 
underway 

• Furnish personalized health advice and 
appropriate referrals 

• Furnish, at the discretion of the beneficiary, 
advance care planning services

Adapted from Comagine Health: https://comagine.org/resource/1349 

https://comagine.org/resource/1349


*NEW - Optional: SDOH Risk Assessment
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SDOH Risk assessment
• New, optional element of the AWV
• Completed at provider and patient discretion
• Identifies patient risk
• Guides medical decision making, prevention, diagnosis, care and treatment

Coding 
• HCPCS code G0136 to file SDOH Risk Assessment claims as an optional AWV 

element with modifier 33 

• G0136  Administration of a standardized, evidence-based social determinants of 
health risk assessment tool, 5-15 minutes



Impact of Social Determinants of Health

8Source: https://www.nachc.org/about-nachc/our-work/social-drivers-of-health/ 

https://www.nachc.org/about-nachc/our-work/social-drivers-of-health/


Sample SDOH Risk Assessment Tools

▪ PRAPARE

▪ The AHC Health-Related Social 
Needs Screening Tool (cms.gov)

▪ Social Interventions Research & 
Evaluation Network 
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https://prapare.org/
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/innovation/files/worksheets/ahcm-screeningtool.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/innovation/files/worksheets/ahcm-screeningtool.pdf
https://sirenetwork.ucsf.edu/tools-resources/resources/screening-tools-comparison
https://sirenetwork.ucsf.edu/tools-resources/resources/screening-tools-comparison


AWV Toolkit - Suggested Workflow
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Adapted from Comagine Health: https://comagine.org/resource/1349 

https://comagine.org/resource/1349


Key Takeaways

▪ Annual Wellness Visits (AWV) are a key component of 
preventive healthcare

▪ AWV was created by CMS and is a benefit for Medicare part B 
patients

▪ Opportunity for AWVs in ND and SD

▪ SDOH Risk Assessment is a new optional element to the AWV

▪ Implementing the AWV takes the whole team

11



Resources
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Resource Description

Noridian Webinar On Demand – Annual 
Wellness Visit June 2024

Webinar recording from the Medicare 
Administrative Contractor for ND and SD on 
the Medicare Annual Wellness Visit which 
includes information on the SDOH optional 
element. 

MLN Educational Tool – Medicare Wellness 
Visits

CMS Medicare Learning Network webpage 
with detailed information on Medicare 
Wellness Visits.  

Medicare Annual Wellness Visit: Preventive 
Care for Optimal Health 

One page document about Medicare Annual 
Wellness Visits with QR codes and links 
included in this training

Comagine Annual Wellness Visit Toolkit A complete annual wellness visit toolkit to 
help walk your organization through the 
steps of implementing the Medicare AWV

https://www.gotostage.com/channel/8a56c9ebf4ad4f3a9752d67d3afc2493/recording/d4140fb746774fbdbacb06d1863826d3/watch
https://www.gotostage.com/channel/8a56c9ebf4ad4f3a9752d67d3afc2493/recording/d4140fb746774fbdbacb06d1863826d3/watch
https://www.cms.gov/%20Outreach-and-Education/%20Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/%20MLNProducts/%20preventive-services/%20medicare-wellness-visits.html
https://www.cms.gov/%20Outreach-and-Education/%20Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/%20MLNProducts/%20preventive-services/%20medicare-wellness-visits.html
https://greatplainsqin.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Medicare-Annual-Wellness-Visit-Preventive-Care-for-Optimal-Health.pdf
https://greatplainsqin.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Medicare-Annual-Wellness-Visit-Preventive-Care-for-Optimal-Health.pdf
https://comagine.org/resource/1378
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How Can We Help?

Contact Us: 
firstname.lastname@greatplainsqin.org

Visit the 'Who We Are' Page of our Web site:
greatplainsqin.org/about-us/who-we-are/

greatplainsqin.org

This material was prepared by Great Plains Quality Innovation Network, a Quali ty Innovation Network – Quality Improvement  Organization, under contract  with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), an 
agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Views expressed in this material do not necessarily reflect  the official  views or  policy of CMS or HHS, and any reference to a specific product or entity 
herein does not constitute endorsement of that product or  ent ity by CMS or HHS. 12SOW/GPQIN/QIN -QIO-523/0824

https://greatplainsqin.org/about-us/who-we-are/
http://www.greatplainsqin.org
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