
Join us as we take a look at the exciting recent updates in Alzheimer’s and dementia research in this no-cost 
presentation. Participants will hear from three experts discussing trends and treatment options. There will also be 
an opportunity to hear about current studies in rural and other underrepresented communities as well as how to 
engage in research.

PRESENTERS
LISA GROON  |  Senior Health Systems Director, Alzheimer’s Association
Lisa Groon is an Alzheimer’s Association Research Champion and is also the Senior Health 
Systems Director, where she specializes in quality improvement changes within health care 
settings—both large and small—in Minnesota, North Dakota, Iowa, Nebraska, South Dakota and 
Wisconsin. Lisa collaborates with health systems and providers to increase early detection and 
diagnosis of dementia and Alzheimer’s as well as adoption of evidence-based care models to best 
serve those impacted by the disease.

DR. WILL MANTYH, MD  |  Neurologist, University of Minnesota Physicians
Dr. Mantyh is a neurologist and dementia specialist who sees patients in clinical settings and also 
researches new ways to diagnose dementia in the earliest stages. His work includes dementia 
related research in Native American communities.

DR. JOSH FERGEN, Ph.D   |  Senior Research Associate, Memory Keepers Medical Discovery Team, 
University of Minnesota, Duluth Medical School
Dr. Fergen works on research coordination for Center for Community Engaged Rural Dementia 
and Alzheimer’s Research (CERDAR) projects focusing on rural issues related to Alzheimer’s 
disease and dementia care, including preventative exercise programs, perceptions and 
understandings of dementia, and socio-cultural barriers to clinical research.
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