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Information Vaccination Information for Older Adults

[bookmark: _GoBack]We are working to improve vaccination rates among our patient population, especially our older adults. This letter provides an overview of important vaccines you may need and how Medicare benefits cover vaccines. We hope you’ll take a moment to learn more.

Are you taking advantage of your vaccination benefits?
Getting vaccinations not only protects you from disease, but also those around you. If you do not get vaccinated, you put your spouse, children, grandchildren, friends, co-workers and other loved ones at risk.

The need for vaccination should be a life-long priority.
Vaccines are recommended in all stages of life and your healthcare provider may make recommendations based on your lifestyle, occupation, travel, medical conditions and medical history.

Medicare covers many vaccinations at little or no cost to you, including the Influenza, Pneumonia and Shingles (Herpes Zoster) vaccinations.

Take advantage of FREE and low cost vaccinations covered by Medicare.
Flu (influenza) and pneumonia are a leading cause of death and illness in America for seniors. These illnesses can be prevented. Medicare covers the flu and pneumonia vaccinations; coverage is FREE under Medicare Part B.

Shingles is a painful rash that can continue for months if it isn’t treated. The shingles vaccine is covered under Medicare Part D, at little cost to you, and keeps you from getting the rash.

My Vaccine Check-List:

□ Influenza (flu) Vaccine – If you have Medicare Part B (Medical Insurance), you are covered for one vaccination per flu season. Because the vaccination changes each year, you need to get vaccinated yearly to be protected.

□ Pneumococcal (pneumonia) Vaccine - If you have Medicare Part B (Medical Insurance), you are covered for the 2 vaccines necessary to be fully protected. 11 months after getting the first vaccine, you must get a second vaccine. We can provider a reminder when it is time for your second vaccination.

· My next Pneumonia Vaccine is due: 

□ Herpes Zoster (shingles) Vaccine – If you have a Medicare prescription drug plan (Part D), this vaccination is covered.

Taking care of yourself is the most important investment you can make; talk to us about your vaccines today! Protect yourself and those you love. We are here to help.

Regards,


